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It is not known whether Hulls actually constructed a boat.s In all probability his tract suggested to Symington, as Symington6 did to Fulton.)
THE NEWTONIANS ATTACKED.
Le vrai systeme de physique generale de M. Isaac Newton expose et analyse en parallele avec celui de Descartes. By Louis Castel1 [Jesuit and F.R.S.] Paris, 1743, 4*0.
This is an elaborate correction of Newton's followers, and of Newton himself, who it seems did not give his own views with perfect fidelity. Father Castel, for instance, assures us that Newton placed the sun at rest in the center of the system. Newton left the sun to arrange that matter with the planets and the rest of the universe. In this volume of 500 pages there is right and wrong, both clever.
A dissertation on the JEther of Sir Isaac Newton. By Bryan Robinson,2 M.D. Dublin, 1743, 8vo.3
5 Hulls made his experiment on the Avon, at Evesham, in 1737, having patented his machine in 1736. He had a Newcomen engine connected with six paddles. This was placed in the front of a small tow boat. The experiment was a failure.
"William Symington (1763-1831). In 1786 he contructed a working model of a steam road carriage. The machinery was applied to a small boat in 1788, and with such success as to be tried on a larger boat in 1789. The machinery was clumsy, however, and in 1801 he took out a new patent for the style of engine still used on paddle wheel steamers. This engine was successfully used in 1802, on the Charlotte Dundas. Fulton (1765-1815) was on board, and so impressed Robert Livingston with the idea that the latter furnished the money to build the Clerrnont (1807), the beginning of successful river navigation.
1 Louis Bertrand  Castel  (1688-1757), most of whose life was spent in trying to perfect his Clavecin oculaire, an instrument on the order of the harpsichord, intended to produce melodies and harmonies of color.   He also wrote L'Optique des couleurs (1740) and Sur le fond de la Musique (1754).
2 Dr. Robinson (1680-1754) was professor of physic at Trinity College,  Dublin,  and three times president of  King and  Queen's College of Physicians.    In his  Treatise  on  the Animal Economy (1732-3, with a third edition in 1738) he anticipated the discoveries of Lavoisier and Priestley on the nature of oxygen.
3 There was another edition, published at London in 1747, Svo.